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Statehood 

• Territory could become a state when: 

– Population reached 60,000 

– Draft a state constitution 

– Elect representatives 

– Petition U.S. for admission 



Economic 

Prosperity of 

1850s 
Railroad building expanded tremendously 

• Mileage increased from 9000 to 36,600 

miles in 1860 

• Most expansion concentrated in Northeast 

section of nation 

• First federal land grants (6 sections of land 

for each mile of track) set pattern of 

government assistance 



Railroads 

•By 1860 

Northeast and 

Northwest sections 

linked by lines.  

•Southern railroads 

formed a distinct 

unit with few links 

to northern rail 

lines 



Northern Industrial Growth 
• Market expansion for 

Northeast manufacturers 

– Railroads expand for 

domestic markets 

into Northwest 

– Clipper ships and 

steamships opened 

European markets. 

Faster and cheaper 

than sailing vessels 



California Gold Rush 

• California gold rush added capital 

to the economy ($50 million in 

gold shipped east yearly). 



Expansion of Labor Supply 

• Northeastern farmers 

unable to compete with 

western goods sent more 

workers to cities 

• Immigrants from Ireland 

and Germany as a result 

of famines and unrest in 

Europe 

 



Southern Plantation System  
• Expansion of cotton 

production 

– Price rose from 6 

cents/lb. in 1845 to 14 

cents/lb. in 1857 

– U.S. produced 7/8 of 

world cotton supply by 

1860 

• Expansion of tobacco 

market (200 million lbs. 

in 1850 to 430 million 

lbs. in 1860).  



Eli Whitney’s 

Cotton Gin 

• Inventor of the Cotton Gin and a pioneer in 

the use of mass production methods and 

interchangeable parts. 

• Quickly and easily separated cottonseed 

from the short-staple cotton fiber  

• Made Southern cotton a profitable crop for 

the first time  

• Need for more slaves 



Slavery and Agriculture 

•One third of 

population in United 

States lived in South.   

 

•Few immigrants 

moved to south for 

lack of job 

opportunities. 

 

•South feared that 

end of slavery would 

cripple their economy.   



Western Agriculture  
• Expansion as a result of railroad 

growth and opening of European 

markets. Results: 

– Westerners became aware of 

world hostility to slavery 

 

– Westerners became convinced of 

importance of Northeast 

(consumers and banks) to their 

prosperity rather than the South 

which purchased a much smaller 

share of their produce 



South Looks for New Potential Slave 

Regions 

• Cuba. U.S. sought to purchase Cuba 
from Spain. Ostend Manifesto stated 
U.S. "right" to seize Cuba if Spain 
refused to sell it. 

• Nicaragua. William Walker led a group 
of Tennessee volunteers who seized 
nation and ruled it for two years (1854-
1856) 

• Mexico. Gadsden Purchase in SW 
Arizona territory in 1853 for $10 million 
for possible railroad route. 
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Missouri Compromise (1820)  

• Missouri, populated mainly by 

Southerners, applied for 

statehood in 1819.  

• Northern states opposed adding 

a new slave state to the Union, 

which would upset the balance 

of 11 free and 11 slaves in the 

Senate  

• Henry Clay proposed 

compromise. 

 

Henry Clay 



Missouri Compromise (1820) 
• Compromise stated  

– Missouri would enter 

Union as slave state  

– Maine would enter as 

free state  

– Line drawn at 36 30’ 

with slavery banned 

in the portion of the 

Louisiana Purchase 

north of that line. 

 



Persistence of the Slavery 

Controversy 

• Democrat David Wilmot – Attempt to limit spread 

of slavery in new territories 

• Wilmot Proviso – 1846 - Prevent extension of 

slavery into captured Mexican land. (California, 

New Mexico and Utah) 

– North – Did not want to see slavery in western 

lands 

– South – Slaves are property, violating 

Constitution by placing restrictions on slavery. 

Feared North trying to end slavery completely. 



Compromise Sought 
• 1849 - 31st Congress 

Opens – Distrust and 
bitterness over slavery 

• Henry Clay – Once again 
tries to find common ground 
and settle all issues 
resulting from free and 
slave states concerning 
slavery. 

• Daniel Webster, Clay foe, 
will support idea.  So does 
Stephen Douglas. 



Compromise of 1850 
• Admission of California as a free state 

• Remaining western territories organized with no 
restriction on slavery 

• End of all slave trade in the District of Columbia 

• Strict federal fugitive slave law 

• Assumption of Texas' debt by the national 
government 

• Douglas saves the Compromise by presenting each 
part as a separate resolution in Congress.  Allows 
representatives to vote for or against parts they like 
or dislike. 

• Compromise only angered extremists on both sides 
-North and South 



Stephan Douglas 

• Senator from Illinois 

• Unbundled the Compromise 
Terms 

• If any individual did not like a 
particular part of the 
Compromise, could vote 
against that one part. 

• Compromise of 1850 supposed 
to be the “final settlement” for 
the question of slavery. 



1850 Map 



Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)  
• 1853 – Western territory wishing 

to join the United States.  

• Again, indecision over what to do 
about slavery. 

• Senator Stephen Douglas of 
Illinois proposed that 
– Kansas and Nebraska territories be 

divided into two sections 

– Missouri Compromise be repealed, 
with settlers in each territory 
choosing whether or not they 
wanted slavery (popular 
sovereignty) 

• Became law in May, 1854 



Popular Sovereignty 
• Right of the territories of New Mexico and Utah to 

vote for or against slavery. 



American History 11 



Fugitive Slave Act 

• Alleged fugitives not 

entitled to trial by jury. 

• Could not testify on their 

own behalf. 

• Statement by slave owner 

all that was needed to 

return the slave to master. 

• Personal Liberty Laws 

passed by some Northern 

states to protect runaway 

slaves 



Underground Railroad 
• Anger in North against Fugitive Slave Law 

• Resistance grew to law. 

 



Underground 

Railroad 

• Harriet Tubman 

– Conductor on 

Underground 

Railroad 



Uncle Tom's Cabin 
• Harriet Beecher 

Stowe's Uncle 

Tom's Cabin (1852) 

convinced many 

northerners of the 

evils of slavery  



Bleeding Kansas 

• Settlers from North and South poured in to tip the 
balance of slavery. 

• Violence between pro- and anti-slavery forces.  

• Ends “truce” between North and South interests. 

 



“Sack of Lawrence” 

• May 21, 1856 – 800 

proslavery “Border 

Ruffians” entered 

antislavery town of 

Lawrence, Kansas  

• Burning houses and 

looting stores. 

• Destroyed two abolitionist 

papers in town. 



Pottawatomie Massacre 

• Response to Sack of 

Lawrence 

• John Brown, an 

abolitionist, killed 5 

proslavery settlers at 

Pottawatomie Creek. 



Political Effects of the Kansas-

Nebraska Act in Congress 

• Charles Sumner, Senator from Massachusetts 

criticized pro-slavery element in Kansas and the 

Senate in speech,  

• In particular, Andrew Butler, Senator from South 

Carolina. 

• Preston Brooks, Congressmen from South Carolina 

attacked Sumner on Senate floor over speech the 

next day. 

• Sumner took 3 years to  

 recover. 



Political Effects of the Kansas-

Nebraska Act  
• Party realignments 

– Whig Party collapses – Death’s of Henry 
Clay and Daniel Webster. 

– American Party -“Know-Nothing” Party  

• Told to answer “I don’t know” when asked 
about groups activities. 

• Anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic policy. 

• Felt immigrants threat to democracy.   



Antislavery Parties Form 

• Free Soil Party – Opposed the extension of 

slavery into new territories 

• Republican Party – February 1854, antislavery 

Democrats, discontented Northern Whigs, and 

Free-Soilers met.  

– Support for keeping slavery out of the territories 

– Horace Greeley founding member 

– Liberal Republican Presidential 

Candidate in 1872 election – loses 

– Dies 6 weeks later – just before  

Electoral College votes counted. 

 



Election of 1856 
• John C. Fremont – 

Republican 

• James Buchanan – 
Democrats 

• Millard Fillmore – Know-
Nothings 

• South threatening to secede 
if Republicans won. 

• Buchanan won entire South 
except Maryland – 45% of 
popular vote. 

• Fremont strong second with 
33% 



Dred Scott Case 

(1857)  

• Chief Justice Taney ruled that 

Scott (Dred Scott v. Sanford) 

could not sue for his freedom 

• Missouri Compromise was 

unconstitutional (Congress had 

no right to restrict slavery from 

territories) 

• Constitution and citizenship did 

not apply to blacks 



Reaction 

• South – Cheered the decision 

• North – Stunned by decision. 

• Northerners feared that slave power might 

extend further, perhaps including German 

and Irish immigrants  

• Rallied support for Republicans in next 

election. 



Illinois Senate Election of 1858  

• Stephen Douglas and Abraham 
Lincoln candidates 

• Douglas: People could keep slavery out by refusing to 

enact laws necessary for its survival. Known as 

Freeport Doctrine 

• Lincoln: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." 

Slavery should not be extended into territories 

 
• Lincoln loses election, but gains national 

prominence for his arguments 



John Brown -- 1859  
• Brown and his followers planned a slave 

insurrection to begin in western Virginia. 



Harper's Ferry 

• Seized federal 

arsenal  

• Quickly captured 

by Col. Robert 

E. Lee and 

federal troops. 

• Tried and 

hanged. 



Reaction to Brown Raid 

• Northern abolitionists (Emerson and 

Thoreau) viewed him as a martyr 

• Southerners generally viewed Brown as a 

madman, symbolizing the fanatical hatred 

by the North of slavery 

• Moderates (Lincoln) condemned Brown's 

action, while admiring his commitment to 

countering slavery 

 



Election of 1860  
• Democrats split into northern and southern 

factions and nominated two candidates 
(Stephan Douglas and John Breckinridge).  
Divide hurt both candidates. 

• Former Whigs nominated John Bell in an 
attempt to preserve Union with Constitutional 
Union Party. Strong only in Virginia and 
upper South 

• Republicans nominated Abraham Lincoln as 
a moderate compromise candidate. 
Downplayed abolition and slavery issues. 



Results – Election of 1860 

• Bell wins three states (Virgina, 

Kentucky, Tennessee) 

• Breckenridge carried the South 

• Lincoln carried the Northern 

states and won the electoral 

vote, though earning 40% of all 

votes cast. (Popular Vote). 



Results 

 



Secession 
• On December 20, 1860, South Carolina was the 

first state to secede from the Union 


